
 
 

Prophetic Statement: A New Way Forward for Florida 
 

Who we are 

WE are people of faith representing diverse religious traditions as well as individuals of 
conscience and good will. WE represent the rich racial and cultural diversity of the state of 
Florida.  WE are poor, rich, and middle-class.  
 
Our ancient and evolving faith traditions have inspired us with a Prophetic Imagination giving us 
clarity that Florida can and should be something different. We are called to resist laws, systems, 
and ideology that promote a hierarchy of humanity, economic exclusion, and hyper 
individualism.   
 
WE are also clear about what is getting in the way of this imagination, and we feel compelled to 
expose the systematic injustice at work in Florida. These systems include but are not limited to 
institutional racism such as the school to prison pipeline and voter suppression; systems of 
economic injustice valuing corporations over communities; and regressive policies such as 
underfunded school and the diversion of funds meant to address issues of affordable housing. 
(More detail on current manifestations of these issues can be found in the appendix.) 
 
WE are Faith in Florida –  a non-partisan organization of faith congregations throughout the 
state. We are amplifying and building a powerful moral voice for change in Florida. This 
movement starts now.  
 

Prophetic Imagination  

RADICAL INCLUSION 

• We recognize, honor, and celebrate the ways in which we are different as part of our 
movement to unity and wholeness.  

• We make an invitation to all to take a seat around a common table, where our 
imperfections are acknowledged, our differences are honored, and each are afforded 
a share in the abundance.  

INTERCONNECTEDNESS 

• We acknowledge that we are bound to each other as people of faith and of liberative 
spirituality. 

• We signify our desire to be in deep relationship with each other by our willingness to 
reckon with the ways in which we cause each other pain and harm, and repair and 
restore the broken bonds that divide us from each other.  

• As people of faith who seek liberation, we reject individualist myths that isolate us from 
the ancestors and saints who came before us and the responsibility we have toward 



 

those who will come after us. We are connected not only in the here and now but to 
what has been and what will be.  

DIVINE DEFIANCE 

• We are inspired by the examples of our forebears, including Richard Allen, Cesar 
Chavez, Rosa Parks, Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Imam W.D. Mohammed, Jarena 
Lee, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Harry T. Moore, 
Rev. Howard Thurman, Dr. James Cone, Dr. Mary McCloud Bethune, Dolores Huerta, 
July Perry, Ft. Nelson Pinder, Harriet Tubman, Shirley Chisholm, John Lewis, Ella Baker, 
Mohandas K. Gandhi, and all others who defied every effort designed to make them 
less than who they were.  

• We are called by our faith to stand against unjust systems that tear away at inclusion 
and community.    

• We recognize that prophetic resistance is born of a lifetime of defiance to systems and 
structures that oppress. Rosa Parks was already an activist and organizer when she took 
her seat on the bus. This community is committed to cultivating an ethic of defiance 
that breathes daily in the fabric of our community.  

 

Appendix 

What is Getting in the Way 

As a former state of the Confederacy, Florida continues its tradition of institutional racism to 
perpetuate fear, control communities, and drive an economy primarily off the backs of Black and 
Brown bodies. The new plantation owners are the corporations who profit from the exploitation 
of workers and prisoners. Large companies within the private prison industry, agricultural and 
mayor food corporations, major airlines, retail, and hospitality and tourism are making millions 
and sometimes billons from the misery of people throughout Florida.   

As examples: 
o From 1978-2013 the prison population increased 403% - during which spending for 

corrections increased 1,200% to $2.4 billion with more than 57% of new prison 
admissions for non-violent crimes.1 

o ICE arrests in Florida increased by 76% between 2016 and 2017. 2 
 
These companies have worked individually and collectively over the last 40+ years to advance a 
political and a policy-making agenda that favors their bottom line no matter what the human 
cost. Their god is money, their values are greed, and they will continue being relentless in 
influencing elections and political decision-making. Their success has been stunning as the 
average income of those in the top 1 percent is $1,488,376 while the average income for the rest 
of Floridians is $34,387. Florida is now a favorite state for the super-rich, now home to 51 
billionaires. 

                                                 
1 [Online].Available:https://www.pewtrusts.org 
2 Ibid 



 

o Miami, Orlando, and Tampa are at the bottom of the top 25 metro areas in the US 
for median household income.3 

o All income growth in Florida from 2009 to 2012 went to the top 1 percent.4 

The political favoritism to the largest companies and their agenda has begun driving pain felt in 
households across the state. Corporations have successfully dictated to elected officials the rules 
that govern us in their favor, and: 

o Florida is the most rent-burdened state in the US with more than 30.3% of residents 
paying at least half of their income on rent (HUD defines cost-burdened families 
as those “who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing” and “may 
have difficulty affording necessities such as food, clothing, transportation, and 
medical care.” In Florida low income families pay a severe rent burden, pay more 
than 50 percent of one's income on rent.)5 

o Florida has the 2nd most regressive tax structure in the nation (A regressive tax 
is a tax imposed in such a manner that the tax rate decreases as the amount 
subject to taxation increases. "Regressive" describes a distribution effect on 
income or expenditure, referring to the way the rate progresses from high to low, 
so that the average tax rate exceeds the marginal tax rate.)6 

o Florida is last in quantity of affordable and available housing (In the United States, 
the term affordable housing is used to describe housing, rental or owner-
occupied, that is affordable no matter what one's income is. The U.S. government 
regards housing costs at or below 30% of one's income to be affordable.)7 

o Florida is 48th in the percentage of residents covered by health insurance (There 
are 2.54 million residents in Florida (12.5 percent) who do not have health 
insurance coverage, according to recent U.S. Census data. Florida ranks 46th in 
the nation for its percentage of insured residents.)8 

Understanding that democracy and allowing average Floridians to have a voice in politics could 
hurt this corporate agenda, a concentrated effort has been underway to make it more difficult 
to vote (i.e. voter ID laws) and to even shut some people out (the current felony 
disenfranchisement law) of the voting process altogether.  

o 1 out of 10 Floridians cannot vote because of a felony conviction (1.4 million people in 
FL are permanently excluded from voting because a prior felony conviction. FL is one of 
only 4 states with a lifetime ban on voting.)9 

To distract and divide Floridians, elected officials repeatedly tell us to distrust, despise, and fear 
each other. Most striking, is the strategy to employ explicit and implicit racist narratives to 
dehumanize African Americans, Latinos, Immigrants, and Muslims. This strategic racism seeks to 

                                                 
3 Ibid 
4 [Online]. Available: https://www.fpi.institute 
5 Ibid 
6 Ibid 
7 Ibid 
8 Ibid 
9 [Online]. Available: https://secondchancesfl.org/ 



 

create a justification for the labor exploitation, underfunded schools, state control and 
surveillance, and deportations of people of color. Altogether these racial narratives are used to 
support the argument that we should limit or do away with public programs because “some 
people” are undeserving and wasteful, and instead we should rely and favor the private sector 
(corporations) as the solution to all our social ills.  

Unfortunately, some religious denominations and clergy leaders have embraced the logic of this 
reality. They have decided it is better to stay quiet and serve as lip service on injustice, leading 
congregations that create cultures of escapism and denial. Their bad theology is heard in the 
sermons that teach that the wealthy are “blessed” and the poor are “cursed”, that our pain is an 
individual problem and that the only remedy is prayer and meager charitable service. That we 
should not question or challenge authority because leaders have been chosen by a higher power. 

WE, the people of Faith in Florida, believe that religious denominations and people of faith are 
called to question unjust systems and challenge authority to ensure the welfare for ALL 
Floridians. That is the calling that has brought us here. 
 

Faith communities from around the state are coming together to resist the 
impulse to conform to the cultural and political systems that promote injustice. 

No matter what is getting in the way we believe that we are called by our 
various traditions and that spirit of life and love, peace and justice, that has 

been called by many names and worshipped in many ways, to live and act on 
the side of the oppressed, and we are committed to moving beyond a “thoughts 

and prayers” religion to action in a PROPHETIC RESISTANCE. 
 
 
 
 


